All children have a great ambition to read to 
themselves... and a sense of achievement when 
they can do so. 

The read it yourself series has been devised to 
satisfy their ambition. Even before children begin to 
learn to read formally, perhaps using a reading 
scheme, it is important that they have books and 
stories which will actively encourage the 
development of essential pre-reading skills. Books at 
Level 1 in this series have been devised with this in 
mind and will supplement pre-reading books 
available in any reading scheme. 

Children need to develop left to right eye movements 
and to perceive differences in word and letter 
shapes. Based on well-known nursery rhymes and 
games which children will have heard, these simple 
pre-readers introduce key words and phrases which 
children will meet in later reading. These are 
repeated and the full colour artwork provides picture 
clues for new words. 

Many young children will remember the words rather 
than read them but this is a normal part of pre- 
reading. It is recommended that the parent or teacher 
should read the book aloud to the child first and then 
go through the story, with the child reading the text. 
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Old Macdonald’s Farm 


devised by Hy Murdock , 
illustrated by Stephen Holmes 
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Old Macdonald 
had a farm. 


He had 
some sheep. 
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He had 


some cows. a 
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He had 


a tractor. 


He had 
some horses. 
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He had 
some hens 
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Old Macdonald 
had a wife. — 
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She had 
some chicks. 
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Old Macdonald 
had some children. 
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They had 
some rabbits. 


They had 
some cats. 


They had 
some mice. 
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They had 
a dog. 
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Here is 


the house. 
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Here is 
Old Macdonald | 
and his farm. 
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Series 777 
Books for children who can read 


Reading level 1: pre-reading 
Old Macdonald’s Farm The house that Jack built 
Here we go round What time is it, Mr Wolf? 
the Mulberry Bush 


Reading level 2: up to Key Words book 2c 


Goldilocks and the Hansel and Gretel 
Three Bears The Enormous Turnip 
Billy Goats Gruff TowniMolasiand 
The Sly Fox and Red Hen Country Mouse 
The Elves and the Sleeping Beauty 
Shoemaker 
Reading level 3: up to Key Words book 3c 
Three Little Pigs Peter and the Wolf 
Red Riding Hood Rapunzel 
Puss in Boots The Ugly Duckling 
Dick Whittington Thumbelina 
Reading level 4: up to Key Words book 4c 
Gingerbread Man Snow White and the 
Jack and the Beanstalk Seven Dwarfs 
Cinderella The Pied Piper of Hamelin 
Wizard of Oz 
Reading level 5: up to Key Words book 5c 
Robinson Crusoe Heidi 
The Magic Stone The Magic Paintbrush 
William Tell Ananse and the Sky God 
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